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‘Confined spaces are
problem, if you ask m
Buses, or supermark
or anywhere there is
confined space. Not
racecourses’

Madhmoon
didn t do much wrong

last year. But I’m hoping he’ll be better at four
than at three. He looks even better this year’

endergast on . . .
ho would win between
ankel and Sea The Stars
never saw Frankel over a mile
d a half and I think Sea The Sea
uld have beaten him over that
. I wouldn’t say Sea The Stars
uld have been able to beat
nkel over a shorter trip, though.

atubo
e was by miles the best two-
ear-old last year and I don’t see
ny reason why he shouldn’t
rain on. He’s had six runs, but
he never really had a hard race.
The last time I can remember a
juvenile winning the way he
did at the Curragh was the day
Verglas won by eight lengths at
Leopardstown before he went
on to win the Coventry.

Cheltenham going ahead
don’t think it did any harm. An
ful lot of people went to
eltenham and not too many of
m came back from it sick. It’s a
at festival and very, very good
the National Hunt game. It’s
y good for the production of
h bloodstock too.

undertook a lot of charity work,
especially for Care and for disabled
riding.
“Ah, it’s terrible,” he replies when

asked how the last few months have
been.
“I couldn’t give a continental about

racing or anything else now, to be
honest with you. When you get a blow
like that it’s hard, very hard. You’re left
on your own. We spent 65 years
together. I don’t like complaining,
though, because everybody has to go
through it at some stage in their lives.
It’s tough, very tough.”
It is a measure of the man that his

next move is to find out howmy own
family are getting on. A lot of people in
this game are self-consumed, but not
Kevin. Upon hearing that my wife gave
birth to our first child three weeks ago,
he offers his congratulations before
pitching some advice my way to help
put the sleepless nights to bed.
“A little spoon of brandy, especially

when they start teething, that does a
great job. They just wake up to annoy
you so you need to be ready for them
when they do!” he laughs.
From newborns to a new season. The

2020 Flat campaign is just eight races
old and it belatedly returns a fortnight
on Monday. It is three weeks sooner
than the original resumption date of
June 29, but some are still not happy
and say we should be back long before
then.
Prendergast does not subscribe to

such a theory and commended Horse
Racing Ireland on its negotiating
prowess.
“It’s a dangerous pandemic and they

[the authorities] have done everything
they can. We’re back on June 8. With all
due respect, I think they’ve made a great
effort.
“I haven’t heard of anyone who

attended the ten meetings behind
closed doors before it all stopped
getting any viruses or anything.
Confined spaces are the problem, if you
ask me. Buses, or supermarkets, or
anywhere there is confined space. Not
racecourses.”
It is about time you found out about

that two-year-old we mentioned earlier.
He goes by the name Friarstown, the
part of the Curragh where Prendergast
has been training racehorses for more
than six decades now. He would never
name a bad one after his home patch,
would he?
“He’s definitely a nice horse,” admits

Prendergast. “He’s by Dawn Approach,
and he is out of a good family, we like
him. We were looking for a name for
him and I said we’d call him Friarstown.
I’ve had the name in mind for quite
some time, it’s been booked for a while,
and we like this lad so we’ve called him
Friarstown.”
Remember the name, it might prove

profitable.

F
RIARSTOWN is the future,
Madhmoon might be the
present. Last year’s Derby
runner-up, who touched a
low of 2.86 at Epsom before

going down by just half a length to
Anthony Van Dyck, is being aimed at
the Tattersalls Gold Cup at the Curragh.
His trainer thinks he will be even better
this year too, and he is not the type to

hype up his horses without good
reason.
“Madhmoon is ready to run. He’ll be

heading for the JT Rogers Memorial [the
Tattersalls Gold Cup at the Curragh if
you’re part of the snowflake generation]
and we’ll take in the Moresbridge Stakes
at Naas first up. He wintered well, very
well.
“Look, he didn’t do much wrong last

year. We just got chinned in the Derby,
he could have got the money on a
different day if things had gone a bit
differently. Basically a mile and a half
around Epsom was probably as far as he
likes to go.
“I’m hoping he’ll be better at four

than he was at three. I think he looks
even better this year. He’s done well and
we’re hoping for the best.
“He won nearly half a million in

prize-money last year. There’s nothing
wrong with that, is there? If I had one
like him come along every year I’d be
doing okay for myself.”
Last year’s Derby was the one that got

away. You can sense that by the way
Prendergast talks about it, even now
almost a year later. It was within
touching distance, but slipped through
his fingers during that stamina-sapping
final furlong as the Ballydoyle battalion
swooped. He was half a length from
winning the race he most wanted to
win. Such a shame.
“My dad [Darkie] was placed in it

several times and I would have loved to
win it,” he admits.
“You don’t get too many chances to

win a Derby when you are a commercial
trainer, training for people who can only
afford middle-of-the-road horses.

You’re usually lucky to win a Group
race, never mind a Classic. It’s gone very
competitive with the big brigade so your
chances of winning it are few and far
between.”
Prendergast did beat all the big

brigades with Nebbiolo in the 2,000
Guineas at Newmarket back in 1977.
That is the chapter of his own
autobiography he enjoyed the most.
“Nebbiolo was an unknown going

there and he beat the hot favourite, The
Minstrel. It was a terrific day, probably
my favourite one of all. Days like that
are very, very scarce. They’re like duck’s
teeth.”
Prendergast’s biweekly rounds of golf

have been scarce too. Indeed, Tuesday
afternoon was the first time he swung a
club since mid-March.
“I’m just back from playing ten holes

of golf in Cill Dara,” he tells me.
How did you play? “I got around! I

was a bit rusty, but sure that’s only to be
expected I suppose. We played skins
and, by the time we were finished, there
was nothing in it. Like our house!
“I did miss playing a bit of golf over

the last few months with the way things
were, but I went for a walk for an hour
and a half with the dogs to keep myself
straight.”
This is probably a good time to

remind you that Prendergast will turn
88 in six weeks’ time. He might be
labelled vulnerable when it comes to
Covid-19, but there is nothing
vulnerable about him in reality. He is fit,
he is healthy and he is raring to go for
forthcoming Flat season.
They don’t make them like Kevin

Prendergast anymore.
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