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HRI chief executive Brian
Kavanagh fears an extension of
t h e I r i s h g o v e r nmen t ’s
Covid-19 lockdown might lead
to a rescheduling of the first
two Classics of the Flat season
nextmonth, but reiterated Irish
racing remains “racing ready”
for a resumption of action
when the industry gets the
green light to proceed.
A report in yesterday’s Irish

Independen t s t a t e d t h e
government lockdown, due to
end onMay 4, may not be lifted
at all, or only eased slightly,
from next week.
The report’s sources suggest

the government will act on a
roadmap of when to normalise
activity, without being specific
as to target dates. According to
the report, the reason for any
extension of the government
lockdown is due to concern
over the high rate of infections
in the country.
A further 701 cases were

reported on Sunday, although
there was a considerable
decrease yesterday, with 386
cases reported, bringing the
total number to 19,648, with
1,105 people having lost their

HRI chief concedes Irish
Guineas could bemoved
if lockdown is extended

Course bookmakers’
president ‘astounded’
at starting price plan

By Justin O’Hanlon

TelevISIon and radio adverts
for gaming are to be removed
during the Covid-19 lockdown
by members of the Betting and
Gaming Council (BGC) in a

TV and radio gaming adverts to be removed during crisis

Racing awaits government’s next move

By Bill Barber
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From front page
now how fast or slow, or when,
changes to the lockdown
restr ictions wil l be made.
Clearly the government will be
sayingmuchmore about this in
the coming days and decisions
will be takenwith themaximum
possible transparency.”
The government is expected

t o r e v i ew i t s l o c k d own
measures on May 7 and the
easing of restrictions is contin-
gent on a number of tests,

including a sustained and
consistent fall in death rates.
As of yesterday morning,

more than 20,000 people are
known to have died in hospital
from the coronavirus from
almost 155,000 confirmed
positive cases of Covid-19.
It has been widely reported

that sport will be among the
first activities to return under
strict restrictions and a cross-
sport working group has been
liaising with the government

on resumption plans.
The BHA’s chief medical

adviser Dr Jerry Hill is expected
to take part in a series of
meetings with the team of the
government’s chief medical
officer in the coming weeks.
owing largely to the release

of further details last week
about the resumption of British
racing behind closed doors, the
odds on the return of racing
next month have shortened.
Yesterday morning, a return of

racing in Britain on or before
June 1 was trading at 1-3 on the
Betfair exchange.
However, t ra iners Mark

Johnston and Ralph Beckett
have called for the immediate
removal of BHA chief executive
nick Rust in emails sent to the
regulator’s chair Annamarie
Phelps and believe racing
should be more proactive in its
dealings with the government.
There has been no racing in

Britain since March 17.

From front page
bet365, BoyleSports, Coral,
ladbrokes, Paddy Power, Sky
Bet andWilliamHill – who sent
their shows to the Press Asso-
ciation.
The last betting shows from

the operators were used to
produce a starting price which
wa s app ro v e d by an SP
validator, also working in the
PA of f i ce , w i th the same
formula used to produce the SP
in normal circumstances being
applied.
A statement from the SPRC

said: “When horseracing is able
to restart, it is very likely that
the sport will only do so behind
closed doors. This means that
in order to create valid betting
shows and starting prices, the
SPRC is having to adapt its
methodology to ensure the
integrity of the process and the
starting price itself.
“As such, the starting price

for ‘behind closed doors’ horse
racing will now be returned
using a similar process, with a
sample based on off-course
prices. The Press Association
will continue to validate the
process and distribution of
starting prices.
“The SPRC wi l l c lose ly

moni tor and ana lyse the
starting prices produced under
the s e nece s sa r y in t e r im
measures and, when racing
returns in full, it is likely that
off-course prices will continue
to be included, alongside
on-course pr i ce s , in the
sample.”
H u d s o n s a i d h e w a s

“astounded” by the suggestion.
He added: “If this is purely a

proposal then it must go to
consultation for all parts of the
i n d u s t r y t o c o n t r i b u t e
inc luding, o f course, the
betting consumer, who will
surely want to make their voice
heard.”
Hudson said the on-course

market “serves the customer
well”, adding he believed the
Competit ion and Markets
Authority and others would
want “to study this in detail to
ensure the market remains

free, fair and auditable”.
“The potential loss of data

money for on-course book-
makers, which is minuscule
compared to the price paid by
off-course firms for racing and
data broadcast rights, will
inevi tably t ip a few more
on-course bookmakers’ busi-
nesses over the edge,” he
added.
The SPRC last looked in

detail at the SP system in 2015
when a consul tat ion was
launched in the aftermath of
criticism of the overround for
that year’s Grand national.
A hybrid system involving

on-course and off-course
b o o kma k e r s a s w e l l a s
exchange prices was among
t h e p r o p o s a l s b u t w a s
described as “complicated” by
the SPRC, which added: “even
if it was practicable at all it
would still involve transitional
costs from making the change
as well as possible additional
on-going running costs.”
There have been some who

have described the on-course
market deciding the SP used by
the much bigger off-course
industry as “the tail wagging
the dog”, especially for poorly-
attended meetings on the all-
weather.
The likelihood of change

rose in october when Paddy
Power and the Betfair Sports-
book broke from the rest of the
betting industry by continuing
trading their own prices for all
races in Britain and Ireland
until the advertised off-time, a
move subsequently emulated
by Wi l l i am Hi l l ’s on l ine
operation.
The SPRC has yet to say what

the weighting will be between
off-course and on-course in
calculating the SP.
Another issue which will

have to be resolved is that of
each-way betting and its effect
on SPs. The current SP system
prioritises those bookmakers
who b e t t o ‘c u s t oma r y ’
each-way terms. However, for
many big handicaps, off-course
bookmakers will often bet to as
many as eight places.

lives to the disease. Yesterday’s
figure also showed a decrease
over the previous two days,
from 26 deaths reported on
Sunday to 18 yesterday.
Racing in Ireland last took

place behind closed doors on
March 24.
When asked whether an

extension to the lockdown
could lead to doubt over the
Irish 2,000 and 1,000 Guineas
taking place on the scheduled
da te s o f May 23 and 24 ,
Kavanagh said: “It could. I
think if we came back soon
after May 4 we could continue
with that schedule, but after
that there would come a point
where a decision would have to
be made about whether to
reschedule them.
“It is one of the matters the

HRI board discussed today
[Monday] without making any
firm call on it. our director of
racing Jason Morris has a
number of cont ingencies
drawn up, but until we have
some sort of certainty, it is
impossible to speculate. But
obviously the sooner we get
back the better as it limits the
damage and enables the thread
to be taken upmore easily.”
He added: “our position on

Covid-19 remains the same.
We are waiting to hear from the
government, and we have
advanced our thinking and
advanced our prototcols,
which we think have improved
on a daily basis in consultation
with our chief medical officer
Jennifer Pugh. We’re also
watching with interest devel-
o pmen t s i n p l a c e s l i k e
Australia and Hong Kong.
“We have said to the govern-

ment that we are ready to race
when you say it is safe and
appropriate to do so, and we

will race behind closed doors
for as long as your regulations
on mass gatherings remain in
place.”
Kavanagh also commented

on the news that Qipco is
ending its sponsorship of the
I r i s h Champ i on S t a k e s ,
scheduled to take place at
leopardstown on September
12.
He said: “This had been

advised to us about six weeks
ago and I would like to compli-
ment Sheikh Fahad. He came
in to sponsor the race for a year
and ended up sponsoring it for
six. They were very helpful in
ge t t ing I r i sh Champions
Weekend established. His
colours are always a welcome
sight on Irish tracks. He also
got behind the Corinthian
Challenge with great enthu-
siasm and was a great sponsor.”
Kavanagh added: “leopards-

t own had be en a c t i v e l y
engaged in trying to find a new
sponsor, but that stopped very
quickly after Covid-19 struck,
and at this time it is not really
appropriate to be looking for a
new sponsor. It’s completely on
hold for themoment, but it’s an
attractive proposition when the
time is right.”

v o l u n t a r y mo v e b y t h e
gambling industry trade body.
The move follows concerns

voiced by campaigners that
gambling advertising during
the crisis was fuelling problem
gambling.

The BGC, which represents
90 per cent of the UK’s betting
and gaming industry, said the
move applied to casino, slots
and bingo adverts. It does not
yet apply to sports advertising,
wh i c h w i l l b e r e v i ew ed

separately when “significant
sport returns”.
existing advertising slots will

be replaced by safer gambling
messages, donated to charities
or removed from broadcast
where contracts permitted, the
BGC said, adding its members
had committed to further
increases in safer gambling
messaging online.
operators have said they will

implement the changes as
quickly as possible and no later
than May 7, with the commit-
ment in force “at a minimum”
unt i l June 5 , on l y be ing
reviewed when lockdown
restrictions are relaxed.
BGC chief executive Michael

Dugher said: “From day one of
this crisis we have sought to
protect customers potentially
at risk, including announcing
stepping up safer gambling
measu re s a s pa r t o f ou r
ten pledges for Covid-19 in
March.
“This latest move by the

regulated industry further
underlines our commitment to
safer betting and gaming with
many people cut off and feeling
anxious.”
Caro lyn Harr i s MP, the

chair of the Gambling Related
Harm All Party Parliamentary
Group, said she was pleased
the BGC had l i s t ened to
the concerns they raised by

taking action over advertising.
Harris tweeted: “We must

prevent a rise in problem
g a m b l i n g d u r i n g t h i s
unsettling period and this
f o rm s a c r u c i a l p a r t o f
achieving this.”
on the issue of sports betting

advertising, which is governed
by the industry’s ‘whistle-to-
whistle’ ban, the BGC said
operators acknowledged that
the return of sports betting
would need to be treated with
care in order not to trigger
another issue.
Advertising during television

of coverage of horseracing is
not subject to the whistle-to-
whistle ban.

Brian Kavanagh: “The sooner
we get back the better”


